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Students
protest
following
election

REALITY CHECK

ZUE LOPEZ DIAZ
Contributing Writer
news@fiusm.com

Charlotte Alba/The Beacon

Students hold signs at a press confrence at the Modesto Maidique Campus, Nov. 17, asking Rosenberg to
make FIU 100 percent environmentally friendly.

BISCAYNE BAY

SGA amends constitution
17.

DOUGLASS GAVILAN
Staff Writer
douglass.gavilan@fiusm.com

The Student Government Association, a student-focused
group responsible for the representation of the student
body and the distribution of student fees to University
organizations overseen by the Student Affairs office,
announced a few changes in the organization’s constitution.
The SGA constitution, which rules over the management
of the group and how the election process takes place,
amended the amount of senators allowed on each campus
and the University-Wide Council’s meeting schedule, and
redefined who can run for president and vice-president of
SGA.
According to the SGA constitution, the student council
at the Modesto Maidique Campus will increase its Senate
seats by six, which afterwards will bring its overall seats
to 38. However, at The Biscayne Bay Campus, the council
will see a decrease, where its 21 seats will be no more than

The amount of senators representing the SGC-BBC
group will distribute its Senate seats.
“What we can get from these constitutional changes is
that now we can choose how to allocate the seats,” said
Leonardo Cosio, SGC-BBC chief of staff. “We have 17
spots. Now, SGA officials can give more representation if
we see that it’s needed.”
Another change to the constitution sees the redefining
of the requirements needed to run for president or vicepresident of SGA on each campus.
The amended constitution states that any student hoping
to run for either position must have completed 30 credit
hours when they intend to run. The student must have
also completed two consecutive semesters in at least one
other SGA position. Finally, non-SGA agencies, bureaus
and governing center members may run if no qualifying
members is running, as stated in the constitution.

SEE SGA, PAGE 6

On Nov. 17, the
Graham Center lawns was
home to two groups of
students fighting to have
their voices heard: one
that was against presidentelect Donald Trump and
one that was for him.
As part of a planned
protest initially organized
by University alumnus
Tyler Allen, some students
called for FIU to “unite
together” and become
a sanctuary campus for
undocumented students,
many of which are
currently studying at the
University.
“As an undocumented
immigrant that has found
sanctuary in the U.S.
since President Obama
established the DACA
program, I’ve been afraid
of Trump taking away my
right to work legally and
drive,” said Daniel Leon,
a junior biology major
attending the protest.
As
a
first-time
protester,
Leon
says
he felt empowered by
the show of support
for the undocumented
community.
What was meant to
be a compact protest
by University students,
attracted the attention of
news outlets like CNN,
local police and even

Trump supporters.
Javier Ortiz, another
alumnus who is a Trump
supporter, held a sign
with the words “the silent
majority
stands
with
Trump,” a response to the
large organized protest
by the students asking
for President Rosenberg
to make the campus a
sanctuary.
“I’m here because I
believe the silent majority
has
spoken
through
voting,” Ortiz said. “When
it comes to actually
expressing
themselves
vocally, people don’t want
to deal with individuals
that call others ‘racist’ for
no reason. It’s that type of
ignorance that pushes me
to see more and more why
I voted for Trump.”
In
regards
to
immigration, Ortiz used
an example to explain
why he supported Trump’s
policies.
“When
[Trump]
spoke to the Ford Motor
Company, of which most
of the factories are being
placed in Mexico, he said
that he was going to put a
35 percent tariff, a tax, for
every vehicle that came in
from Mexico,” he said.
Ortiz
said
that
this
scenario
would
ultimately open more
job opportunities in the
United States and that this

SEE WALKOUT, PAGE 2

Honors student in coma after car accident,
Honors College campaigns for housing in response
CEYLIN ARIAS
Staff Writer
ceylin.arias@fiusm.com

On Nov. 4, Nelson Centenaro, an
Honors College student studying business,
was involved in a serious crash with a
private school bus as he headed south on
Northwest 137th Ave., near Sixth street.
The private school bus was allegedly
struck by Centenaro’s Toyota Camry. The
bus driver says he didn’t see Centenaro’s
car when he pulled out of a parking lot and
made a right turn to head south on 137th

Ave, according to Local 10 News.
Centenaro is currently in a medicallyinduced coma and his survival remains
uncertain. It is also too early to determine
if the accident has caused permanent brain
damage.
The senior was expected to graduate
in December but whether that will be
possible remains unanswered, according
to the dean of Honors College, Lesley A.
Northup.
“We are working with the administration
to see whether it would be possible and
whether the faculty would be willing to

give him a grade based on the work he
has done so far in the semester since it’s
almost over, so that he can still graduate
this December,” said Northup.
She suggests this arrangement would
be best for him considering Centenaro’s
current condition and the length of time
it would take for him, if he survives, to
come back to the University to finish off
the courses he is missing, which would
further prolong receiving his degree.
“That would be something that would
be very heartening for him and would
mean a great deal to him and his family,”

Northup said.
Isabel Green, the Career Services
coordinator, remembers Centenaro as a
person both eager and determined to do
whatever it took to score an internship
with Pooch Perks, a dog friendly company
that sells a variety of products including
dog treats and toys.
“Nelson came to me last academic year
in regards to an internship he had seen
posted through the Honors College with
Pooch Perks, a company owned by one of

SEE HONORS, PAGE 2
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NEWS

NATION & Students stage walkout in
WORLD BRIEFS protest of president-elect Trump
Kerry tells climate conference that
the US will fight global warming,
with Trump or without
Secretary of State John F. Kerry took the
stage at United Nations climate talks in Morocco
on Wednesday, seeking to reassure nervous
negotiators that a groundbreaking agreement to
fight global warming will survive with Donald
Trump in the White House.
The Republican president-elect has called
climate change a “hoax” and said he would
“cancel” the United States’ participation in the
accord reached in Paris last year.

Obama emphasizes importance of
democracy and ‘course correction’ for
globalization
President Barack Obama traveled to the
birthplace of democracy on Wednesday to praise
the concept as a great Greek invention and to
remind listeners of its burden — living with the
outcome of an election, even when you don’t
agree with it.
“The next American president and I could not
be more different,” Obama told an audience here
in Athens. “But American democracy is bigger
than any one person.”
Democracy contains a mechanism to correct
mistakes, he said, but he argued that citizens must
participate.

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CORRECTIONS
Within Vol. 28 Issue 15 of The Beacon, in the news
story “Panel discusses Hispanic media bias against
Donald Trump” the quote, “Do you feel there is a double
standard in the way the media covered sexual assault
allegations against Trump?” was attributed to the wrong
student. The statement belongs to Nkidani Regnier, an
international relations major.
The Beacon will gladly change any errors. Call our
MMC office at 305-348-2709 or BBC at 305-919-4722.

WALKOUT, PAGE 1
was the change he wanted to see.
The University police also came
to the protest, mainly as a precaution.
“Anytime there’s a protest, we’re
always out here, just in case,” Darel
Ponce Fernandez, a University
officer said. “We’re here to keep the
peace.”
The main protest was organized
to provide a safe way for people
to voice their frustration and cope,
according to Camila Cassio,
a
junior public relations major.
“It was peaceful. It was a healthy
way of coping,” said Cassio. “We
must protect each other from hate
and bigotry. If we have each other
and fight to promote peace and love,
no one can undermine us.”
Cassio said it’s important to
continue to fight and use your voice.
“I will not stay silent. I will fight
until my vocal cords explode, I have
a voice for a reason and ‘Stronger
Together’ isn’t just a campaign, it’s
a way of life,” said Cassio. “We are
a nation of immigrants, so don’t tell
me that my friends and loved ones
are illegal because this land was
never yours.”
She was not the only one who
felt this way. Geeticka Chauhan,
a senior computer science major
and international student from
India, came to the University three
years ago, after being offered the
Presidential Scholarship, an FIU
freshman merit scholarship that
covers 100 percent of tuition fees.
He said he went to the protest

because his core values conflict with
Trump.
“All my life my parents told me
to work hard; be good, and good
will happen to you,” Chauhan said.
“That’s what my parents taught
me. And then, there goes Donald
Trump.”

I’m encouraged
whenever our students
want to speak publicly
about their political
concerns and I’m not
surprised that there
are concerns
Mark B. Rosenberg
President
Florida International University

While
Chauhan
isn’t
undocumented, he supports having a
sanctuary for students who are.
“I think it is very harsh to
judge someone based on their
undocumented status. We may not
know what their situation was back
home. And it is the duty of every
country to provide a safe haven
for people who had to leave their
country,” Chauhan said.
Chauhan also said that many

Honors student in intensive
care after car accident
HONORS, PAGE 1
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international students are scared of
what is happening.
“They are second-guessing their
decision to come here to the U.S.,”
said Chauhan. “We came here for
opportunity, for equality and when
people tell us to go back to our
country, it is not only appalling, it
is like putting salt to our wounds.”
He said many underestimated
how hard it is to leave your country
and the effect the election had on
many individuals.
Mark Rosenberg, the University
president, said he was glad that the
students of FIU are not apathetic
and that they care about things.
“I believe it was a peaceful
demonstration, I think that’s very
important,” Rosenberg said. “I’m
encouraged whenever our students
want to speak publicly about their
political concerns and I’m not
surprised that there are concerns.”
In response to the protest’s request
to make FIU a sanctuary campus,
Rosenberg said the University has
already taken measures, consistent
with Florida law, to make sure
undocumented students are offered
an education.
“We have to see what the
developments are and it’s too early
to predict where things are really
going to go,” Rosenberg said. “But
we were on top of this issue from the
beginning and we believe deeply in
the importance of our undocumented
students getting an education, so
we’ll have to wait and see.”

our Community Advisory Board members, Tina Vidal.
Nelson came through because he was very interested in
the position and said he was willing to do whatever it
took,” Green said.
Green said Centenaro got called in for an interview and
emailed her immediately after to express his gratitude for
the opportunity. A few weeks later, he was notified he had
been given the position.
“He promised that he would do the best job ever and
would make us proud and I just was so excited for him.
His excitement and his enthusiasm was so contagious.
Since then, we have been working together over the
months because now, he is helping Pooch Perks find
other interns,” Green said. “He’s worked his way up in
that position because he is reliable and good at what he
does and now, Nelson is my contact at Pooch Perks and
whenever they find themselves in need of interns, I send
him candidates.”
The Honors College community is not the only one
hoping to support Centenaro during this critical time.
According to Northup, Vidal and her husband, Carlos
Duarte, are at the hospital every day and have long
considered him a member of their family. They even had
plans to pay for his graduate school tuition.
“He’s just that kind of a guy, not just a guy who did a
good job for them but someone they have come to know
and love. He’s family to them,” Northup said.
According to Local 10 News, Centenaro had to
be pried out of his car with a hydraulic tool and was
immediately taken to Kendall Regional Hospital in an

extremely serious condition.
“The photos of the remainder of the car was absolutely
horrifying. He was immediately put into ICU and they
found multiple brain hemorrhages and they had to drill a
hole in his skull to allow for the swelling of the brain and
drain excess fluid there,” Northup said. “He also has a
broken jaw, broken bones. He is still not out of the woods
and no one can say for sure yet that he will survive.”
Centenaro is also part of the Greek community and
according to Northup, “his brothers have also been there
from the start and the whole time they are rallying him
and have pitched in immensely.”
His fraternity brothers have taken it upon themselves
to create a GoFundMe account in hopes of raising money
to help pay off medical bills and other expenses.
Northup and Green highly encourage the FIU
community to contribute to the cause by visiting www.
gofundme.com/getbetternelson.
“This affects the Honors college extremely hard since
we have such a strong sense of community and just it’s a
blow to everyone,” said Northup.
The Honors College will also participate in the Capital
Campaign, a fundraiser that will take place to subsidize
housing so that more students can live on campus and not
have to drive.
“We will have Honors students gather at Parkview
for the Capital Campaign, though the date is not yet set
for when. Not only do we know that students do better
academically and socially if they live on campus but the
driving itself is awful and with what has just happened
with Centenaro, we really want this campaign to be a
success.” Northup said.
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Civil discourse at stake following the election
Donald
J.
Trump’s
name
can now be placed
at the tail end of a
list that includes
Thomas Jefferson,
Abraham Lincoln
and
Franklin
CHRISTIAN
Delano Roosevelt.
GONZALEZ
The
former
host of “The
Apprentice” will soon be featured
alongside the Great Emancipator
and the vanquisher of fascism. For
shame.
I did not want Hillary Clinton
to win; I only hoped Trump would
lose. Waking up on Nov. 9 and
realizing that this didn’t happen
was, to say the least, upsetting. Yet,
I couldn’t help but feel disappointed
to much of the Left’s reaction to the
election results.
In writing this, I refer not to the
understandable fears certain ethnic
groups must collectively be feeling
— Mexicans (“some of whom are
good people”), Muslims (“none
of which must enter the United
States”) and others.
Instead, I became discouraged
when not a critical Facebook status or
liberal article went by without some
permutation of the words “racist,”
“misogynistic” or “xenophobic.”
Out came the wild comparisons to
Adolf Hitler, the mad ululations
of college students demanding a
RIGHT TURN

day off to “mourn” the results, the
obligatory (for millennials) hashtag
of protest: #notmypresident.
The degradation of political
dialogue continues even as record
lows are reached every day. Some
conservatives are guilty of this,
too, of course: it’s as historically
illiterate to call President Obama
and Clinton communists as it is to
denounce Trump as a brownshirt.
But the liberals who are genuinely
unable to fathom why a person could
vote for Trump for reasons other
than prejudice are not just wrong
and guilty of condescension. They
are also wreaking serious damage
on the prospects for democratic
dialogue.
They miss, first and foremost,
that Trump did not win because of
the GOP South, which would have
voted in favor of anyone whose
name was placed next to an “R.”
He won, instead, due to the
support of working class voters in
Pennsylvania, Michigan, Ohio, and
to some extent, Wisconsin.
He won, in other words, because
of the Rust Belt’s working class. He
won because of Trump Democrats.
Never mind that such blue collar
workers are, in theory, supposed to
constitute the backbone of the Left;
these are also the same people who
twice decided to send an African
American to the Oval Office.
Therefore, labeling half the

country “bigoted,” especially with
an almost complete lack of data
to support such a bold assertion,
is misguided, unfair and yes —
prejudiced. This holds true even
without pointing out that Trump
proportionally won more Hispanic
votes and less white votes than the
well-mannered Mitt Romney.

Labeling half the
country “bigoted,”
especially with an
almost complete lack
of data to support such
a bold assertion, is
misguided, unfair and
yes — prejudiced.

Reasons abound for Trump’s
victory: anti-trade sentiment, fury
toward Washington, D.C., the
extremes of political correctness.
Failure to understand such feelings
feeds Trump’s narrative and
cheapens political debate.
The main problem, unfortunately,
is that many on the Left do not
merely believe that Republicans
and, by extension, conservatism,
are wrong. They are convinced that
Republicans and conservatives are

evil.
This is why they attempt to
define conservative positions out
of consideration in debate. Oppose
affirmative action or Black Lives
Matter? Then you’re a racist.
Oppose abortion? A sexist, surely.
Against gay marriage? Viciously
homophobic.
There’s nothing inherently wrong
with defining odious opinions out of
the national debate. As the Slovenian
philosopher Slavoj Žižek often
points out, it would be awful to live
in a society in which the merits of
rape or torture are seriously argued.
Very well. Off with Nazi
sympathizers, members of the
Klan, apologists for rape or torture.
But the ability to define opinions
as “out of bounds” is a dangerous
weapon, to be wielded sparingly and
reluctantly.
Many
conservatives,
for
example, believe that abortion is
equivalent to murder and that, as a
result, a silent genocide has taken
place in America since the Supreme
Court decided Roe v. Wade. Liberal
opponents cry foul and insist on a
woman’s right to choose.
The abortion debate can only
occur if both sides agree to set aside
their passions in favor of rational
inquiry. To define opponents as
too repugnant for engagement is to
crush all opportunity for dialogue.
This sort of self-righteous

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Cultural appropriation is not a myth
On Oct.
31,
2016,
upon failing
to find a
Pocahontas
costume, I
attempted
to
dress
up as an
CAROLINA
Indian from
SANCHEZ
whatever I
already had
in my closet.
I found a tribal skirt that
I had purchased a few years
back, a black feather, an
auburn colored shirt and
brown boots. I complemented
my outfit with three neon
green horizontal lines on
either cheek, called it a
costume and walked out the
door.
A few selfies and social
media pictures later, I
received a very angry message
from a girl I’d never met. She
told me how “disgusting and
racist” I was —among other
LETTER TO THE
EDITOR

things— for having dressed
up in the way that I did.
She proceeded to tell me
how her culture was “not a
$20 costume,” and that it was
“equivalent to dressing up as
blackface.”

[R]ace is a social
construct.

At the moment and
caught up in my rage, I acted
defensively, as I think anyone
in my place would have. I
wasn’t very receptive to being
called things like a racist,
especially when I felt they
were unwarranted.
The next day in class,

SEND US YOUR LETTERS
Have something on your mind? Send your thoughts (400 words maximum)
to opinion@fiusm.com or drop by our offices at either GC 210 or WUC 124.
With your letter, be sure to include your name, major, year, and copy of your
student ID. The Beacon will only run one letter a month from any individual.

however, we covered the
Dakota
Access
Pipeline
incident
wherein
many
members of the Sioux tribe
were grossly mistreated,
brutalized and discriminated
against by police during a
peaceful protest. Upon some
self-reflection, I contemplated
the legitimacy of the phrase
“cultural appropriation.”
Being a member of a
minority myself, I always
thought myself to be a very
cognizant person when it
comes to culture and race, but
alas, I was wrong.
As much as I would like
to think the 2000’s are an
era, which has pioneered
progression, there are often
many large and unfortunate
incidents surrounding people
of all races that don’t always
make it to the media.
Considering
all
that
Native Americans have faced
and continue to face in this
country, I didn’t appreciate

excommunication is becoming
increasingly common with political
issues, but it’s happening more and
more because of the weaponization
of the terms “racist,” “sexist” and so
on.
Our civil discourse is in dire need
of a more expansive imagination —
an imagination which rids people of
the ludicrous belief that sixty million
voters elected Trump because of
the prejudiced wickedness in their
hearts.
Maybe I am expecting too much
of a generation who is actively
conditioned to think with its
epidermis. But I don’t think so. I
think we can do better.
We can talk to each other, rather
than past each other. We can at least
aim to fairly understand different
motivations. We can be tolerant
— not just of various physical
characteristics but also of the
thoughts that moved the residents of
Pennsylvania, Ohio and Michigan.
Christian Gonzalez is a
contributing writer for FIU Student
Media. His column, Right Turn, is
a commentary on foreign affairs,
culture, and social sciences. For
suggestions or comments, please
contact Christian at christian.
gonzalez@fiusm.com

TYCOON THE GOOD?

how truly sensitive this topic
was. I also didn’t realize
how offensive my so-called
“Halloween costume” could
be to actual members of
Native American tribes.
I was consumed with guilt,
and decided it was time to put
my pride and ignorance aside.
I offered a long overdue
apology. In the end, I do
believe that race is a social
construct. Unfortunately for a
lot of people though, we are
all members of that society.
I hope the day comes
where we are truly able to
break down those barriers.
But, until then, we must
learn respect for all cultures
and races, and try our best
to always educate ourselves
first.
Carolina Sanchez
Senior
English

DISCLAIMER
The opinions presented within this page do not represent the
views of The FIUSM Editorial Board. These views are separate from
editorials and reflect individual perspectives of contributing writers
and/or members of the University community.
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Editorials are the unified voice of the editorial board, which is composed
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LIF

UNEXPECTED
DISCOVERIES

TEDxFIU surprises guests
GABRIEL SEIGLIE
Contributing Writer
life@fiusm.com

From mutant mosquitos to
arranged marriages, this year’s
TEDxFIU conference was truly full
of “Unexpected Discoveries” for
everyone.
For five years, the FIU community
has hosted TEDxFIU conferences,
designed to bring together the best
and brightest of various fields to share
their passions with others. This year’s
conference was titled “Unexpected
Discoveries,” and each of the nine
presenters brought to the stage an
insight they themselves could not
predict.
The night started with aquatic
ecologist, Evelyn Gaiser, who shared
her discovery about lake temperatures
and how they could be transformed into
music. Developmental psychologist
Lindsay C. Malloy shared findings
on the psychological influences of the
justice system on minors, and proposed
reform to better protect vulnerable
individuals.
Julie Colombino, founder and
CEO of REBUILD globally, shared

her experience working in Haïti after
the 2010 earthquakes and how it
inspired her to create jobs worldwide.
Geneticist Matthew DeGennaro then
described his work with mosquito
genetics and how his labs aim to create
a repellent to protect people from
disease-carrying mosquitos.
However, not all speakers at this
year’s TEDxFIU conference discussed
their research in their talk.
Omar Durrani, a financial analyst
who also runs Mister Omar’s Chess
Academy in Pembroke Pines, shared
his journey of finding love through an
arranged marriage.
“I think people will walk away with
new perspectives … with new stories
and insights from different people that
can progressively arm their mental
acuity,” Durrani said. “I would hope
that after this talk, the audience would
look and see how different cultures,
their ways of doing things are very
unique and there are reasons behind it,
and to look for the good within that.”
Other presenters shared similar
hopes in their talks. Women’s rights
advocate Valerina Chikoti-Bandua

SEE TED, PAGE 6

Benedict Cumberbatch’s new movie ‘Docto
Strange’ takes a lot of risks to bring ‘great
Strange is a way to describe what
I saw, but spectacular would fit
much better. The characters, action
and mystic elements of “Doctor
Strange” combined to make one of
the better movie experiences of the
year.
The film focuses on the titular
DAMIAN
character, Stephen Strange, a
GORDON
self-centered rich surgeon who
undergoes a crushing accident, leaving him broken
and desperate.
Endlessly searching for a treatment that can fix
his limbs and get his old life back, the journey leads
him to a mystic sanctuary, where he learns there is
more to the world than just neurons and paychecks.
Benedict Cumberbatch did great as Strange,
having a chance to stretch his acting muscles in very
emotionally charged scenes with Chiwetel Ejidofor
as Karl Mordo, and Tilda Swinton as the Ancient
One.
These expressions on his face do more than a
thousand words could ever have in developing
conflict and tension on screen.
Ejidofor stands out playing a deeply complex
character who, while on the side of good, has had
some hardships shown in his eyes and the gravitas
of his voice.
The masterful acting and script are what keeps
an arrogant guy like Strange from being unlikeable,
who has some kind of charm that keeps you rooting
for him.
However, the visual effects are the real star of
this movie — every spell cast and every foreign
dimension traveled to.
When the Ancient One introduces Strange to the
multiverse, an overwhelming amount of colorful
images, barrage both Strange and the viewer, leading
to one the trippiest experiences ever in cinema.
COLUMNIST

Despite the innovative special effects, “Doctor
Strange” still suffers from the same problems every
Marvel film has had for the last decade: a weak
villain.
Kaecilius, whose name I only remembered because
of Google, is merely a plot device forward Strange
and his supporting cast’s character arcs.

the story and hammers the point home strongly.
“Doctor Strange” establishes a vast universe of
concepts and rules that make speculating on the
film and what’s next to come in the series a thrill,
reminiscent of how the initial Harry Potter entries
left me in awe.
A previous version of the doctor was released years

Nevertheless, this movie does something great I haven’t seen since
“Guardians of The Galaxy,” it made me invested in the cast of characters
and the world they’ve presented.

There are Alzheimer patients who remember more
about their breakfast than anyone will with this
undeveloped plot device of an antagonist, Kal-El,
Kesha — what was his name again?
Nevertheless, this movie does something great
I haven’t seen since “Guardians of The Galaxy,” it
made me invested in the cast of characters and the
world they’ve presented.
There’s a fast pace to this origin movie that’s
very welcomed, we didn’t have to spend 30 minutes
watching Strange fry some eggs or brush his teeth
for “character development.” Each scene forwards

ago and it didn’t sugarcoat how unlikeable of a guy
Strange was, like this did. So, when he changed for
the better from journey, there was a greater payoff.
I loved the final battle, a punch was actually
thrown and yet a highly entertaining fight was still
taking place. While it’s a standard origin story, it
takes goes to new creative heights to present it fight
scenes.
How things also get resolved akin to Guardian’s
dance battle, in how out of the box Strange has to be
to defeat his larger than life foe.
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Far Left: Evelyn Gaiser, executive director
of FIU’s SEAS in the College of Arts, Sciences and Education, translated high-frequency lake data to musical compositions
during her TED Talk on Wednesday, Nov.
16.
Above: Women’s rights advocate,
Valeriana Chikoti-Bandua, an alumnus of
FIU, addressed human rights issues during
her TED Talk on Wednesday, Nov. 16.
Left: Spoken word artist, Christopher James
and an alumnus of FIU, recited spoken
word during his TED Talk on Wednesday,
Nov. 16.

Photos by Bjorn Roland/The Beacon

Alumnus and business partner bring bigcity lessons to local improve theater
STEFEN SUTTLES
Contributing Writer
life@fiusm.com

Home to a number of current FIU
Theatre students and alumni, Villain
Theater is quickly becoming Miami’s
No. 1 spot for improvisational theater.
The theater was founded by the
University’s own alumnus Peter Mir and
Miami-born actor Jeff Quintana.
Mir credits his training at the
University’s Theatre Department as
instrumental in his approach to his work
at Villain Theater.
“One thing FIU tries to be, and we try
to be, is as diverse as possible. That’s
one of the great things about Miami
and I learned to appreciate that at FIU
Theatre,” he said.
Mir also notes the value and benefit
in being a versatile learner.
“The opportunities that FIU Theatre
gives to it students to participate in all
aspects of theater. Everybody knows
everybody else’s jobs so they can
do theirs better. You got to have an
appreciation for all aspects of theater,”
he said.
This, Mir and several FIU faculty
members say, is what makes a theater
artist truly well-rounded and successful.
Mir cites the closeness of Miami’s
theater community as an inciting reason
for student and alumni involvement at

Villain Theater. Traditionally, New York
and Chicago are seen as the American
meccas for improvisational comedy
theater. However, in a small, growing
community, Mir hopes to elevate Miami
theater to the same playing field.

It’s become a third home to
me. I laugh harder at Villain than
anywhere else in the world, but it’s
so much more to me than just a
comedy club.

Joey Ganguzza
Theatre Design

“I think Miami has a very small
theater community and FIU is a part of
that community and going there helped
me meet people in the community,” said
Mir. “It can be a little daunting when
someone says ‘Get on a stage and make
people laugh with no script and no

direction.’ We had a great starting group
of FIU alumni who took the leap to get
in classes and I feel my connection to
FIU Theatre helped me get that going.”
Following their time in the Big Apple,
Mir and Quintana decided to take what
they learned in New York and Chicago
and incorporate it in a community of
comedians and actors in Miami.
Not only are alumni involved in the
shows and classes at Villain, but certain
current FIU students have also made a
name for themselves that the quickly
expanding theater.
Joey Ganguzza, theatre design major,
expounded on the similarities between
the two closely connected organizations.
“They’re both very encouraging
environments where you’re able to
feel comfortable making a fool out of
yourself,” he said.
Ganguzza also spoke on the support
he feels from the staff at Villain Theater
and his professional growth.
“It’s become a third home to me. I
laugh harder at Villain than anywhere
else in the world, but it’s so much more
to me than just a comedy club,” he
said. “Thanks to Villain, I’ve not only
experienced unbelievable growth as
a writer and performer, but I’ve made
incredible friends who are as talented
as they are loyal and even earned the
admiration of a wonderful woman.”
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On-campus flu
vaccines offered
JULIANE SUNSHINE
Contributing Writer
life@fiusm.com

Influenza, commonly known
as the flu, is a contagious illness
that infects the nose, lungs and
throat. The effects of the flu varies
by person however, children,
the elderly and individuals with
compromised immune systems
can suffer the extreme reaction
to the flu, which is death.
According to the Center for
Disease Control and Prevention,
the flu can happen year-round,
but peak season is fall and
winter — or October and April.
The contagious illness is easily
spread through droplets from
sneezing or talking.
Symptoms such as coughing,
fever, body aches and chills,
fatigue,
sore
throat
and
sometimes vomiting, may be
passed onto someone else even
before an individual is even
diagnosed with the flu.
The virus can live in the body
undetected as it can take five to
seven days for the virus to fully
show symptoms. Preventable

While negative side effects
can happen with the flu, the CDC
states that you cannot get the flu
from the vaccine.
“I have never gotten a negative
side effect but other people have,
I heard, and my sister actually
ended up getting really sick from
it. I guess she got sick because
the whole system of that shot is
that they inject the virus into you
to build the antibody and she got
sick from it. Now she doesn’t
get the flu shot anymore because
she’s scared,” Munoz said.
The flu vaccine causes
antibodies to develop two weeks
after the injection and provides
protection from the flu. However,
the vaccine is not a guarantee.
“I just have never really
gotten around to getting the flu
shot, but I wouldn’t consider
getting one now because I have
never received a flu shot before
or really ever had the flu,” said
freshman computer science
major Christopher Ingham. “I
feel like if I get it, I would just be
putting the virus in my system.”
Not everyone qualifies for the
flu shot; the CDC recommends

I just have never really gotten around
to getting the flu shot, but I wouldn’t
consider getting one now because I have
never received a flu shot before or really
ever had the flu.
Christopher Ingham
Freshman
Computer Science

measures have been set in place
to ward off the flu, namely
washing your hands and staying
away from people who are sick.
The most common and
recommend method, according
to the CDC, is the flu vaccine,
available on both campuses at
the University.
Freshman criminal justice
major, Melisse Munoz, had
once gotten the flu virus before
receiving the flu shot and now
gets the shot each year.
“I always get the flu shot every
year, I think it’s better to be safer
than sorry. I have gotten the flu
before, but ever since getting the
flu shot, I haven’t gotten the flu,”
Munoz said.

speaking with your healthcare
provider to see if the vaccine is
right for you. Allergies to the
components in the shot, age and
current health standing are all
factors that will be determined
before receiving the vaccine.
“I feel like there is(sic) so
many people sick nowadays and
everybody’s germs is out there. I
don’t know. I would rather myself
be safe than sorry,” Munoz said.
FIU is offering the flu shot now
at the Modesto Maidique Campus
and The Biscayne Bay Campus.
For questions or concerns about
the shot, contact Student Health
Services: 305-348-2401 (MMC)
or 305-919-5620 (BBC).
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FIGHT MUSIC
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Scott Miller, the Capoeira instructor at FIU, leads Capoeira FIU in blending music and the martial
art during a GC pit event that took place on Monday, Nov. 14.

TEDxFIU celebrates great ideas
TED, PAGE 4
shared her history of seeking refuge
from Angola and her passion for protecting
underprivileged women and children of
underprivileged worldwide. Spoken word artist
Christopher James shared one of his pieces on
taking shortcuts and how that robs individuals
of true success.
FIU President Mark Rosenberg was also
in attendance at this year’s conference, and
discussed what makes TED talks riveting.
“The brilliance. The creativity. The interest
in here in the University in the thoughtfulness

that is demonstrated by our speakers. I mean
this is a happening – this is something that
people wanna be at. And so, it gives me and it
encourages me that the life of the mind is alive
here at FIU,” he said.
Rosenberg also expressed his hopes that
attendees of the conference would be inspired to
think out of the box and pursue their passions.
The night ended with Tony Succar, the
same musician who opened the first TEDxFIU
conference in 2012 with his Michael Jackson
tribute, celebrating the event’s fifth anniversary
with a lively sample of Afro-Peruvian music.

Student Government Association
makes amendments
SGA, PAGE 1
The
University-Wide
Council, a group, consisting of
the president, vice-president,
speaker of the senate and speaker
pro-tempore from both MMC and
BBC, which votes on changes to
the constitution, also sees the need
to tweak the frequency with which
they meet.
“Before, the UWC would only
meet during the summer,” said
Meredith Marseille, SGC-BBC
comptroller. The president, vice-

president, speaker of the senate
and speaker pro-tempore of the
UWC act as voting members while
non-voting members include the
comptroller and chief justice from
both campuses.
“There was nothing specific to
say when we would meet but now
there is.” Marseille said.
The change forces the UWC
to meet twice per semester which
include fall, spring and summer
semesters. During summer the
group reviews and make changes
that are deemed necessary.

Minor
changes
to
the
constitution include the renaming
of the Broward Pines Center,
which will now be called the I-75
Center. The official inclusion
of the Executive Cabinets,
previously wasn’t included. The
correct naming and inclusion of
University Staff, Agencies, and
Bureaus. Finally, any medical
student must now follow the rules
of the College of Medicine.
All of the new changes can
be found in the SGA constitution
online at sgabbc.fiu.edu.

HIDE AND SEEK

Samuel Pritchard-Torres/The Beacon
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TENNIS
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RACK EM’ UP

Student ‘very fortunate’ for free tennis lessons offered at BBC

Beacon File Photo

Tennis instructor Tom Fowkes lets students get on teams to play against each other in order to get master the sport.
JULIETA RODRIGO
Contributing Writer
sports@fiusm.com

If you are ready to feel
like the latest incarnation of
Serena Williams or Rafael
Nadal, The Biscayne Bay
Campus’ Wellness and
Recreation Center offers
tennis instruction to students
every Wednesday at 7 p.m.
The class was recently
created for the fall semester
after a 10-week pilot
program during the summer

proved successful, according
to tennis instructor Tom
Fowkes.
“We’re
introducing
students to the game of
tennis,” Fowkes told Student
Media. “And if students have
prior experience [with the
sport], we try to make their
game better.”
Fowkes has been teaching
tennis full-time to students as
young as eight or nine years
old to young professionals
for 10 years. During this
time, he said he has seen

how tennis helps students
develop both their physical
and emotional health.
For college students
specifically, Fowkes said,
tennis has a tertiary benefit
of providing networking
opportunities.
“Tennis courts are really
good places to meet fun,
educated, upwardly mobile
people,” he said. The class
itself is divided into two
side-by-side sections of
the court: one section for
new students, who need

instruction on fundamental
techniques, and one for
more advanced students.
Tennis rackets and balls are
provided free of charge for
students, so they don’t have
to bring equipment.
Fowkes emphasized that
tennis is a game open to all
people, even those who are
handicapped.
“There’s
even
a
wheelchair version of this
game,” he said. “Students
should not be discouraged
from
trying
classes

because of their lack of
experience playing sports
or unfamiliarity with the
game.”
During
the
class,
instructors
work
with
students on introducing and
advancing ground strokes,
volleys, serves and footwork
concepts.
Fabiola
LaPorte,
a
graduate student studying
linguistics, told Student
Media that she’s “very
fortunate to have found this
group” and added that “the

individualized coaching is
phenomenal.”
Yurrian
Pierre-Boyer,
a freshman majoring in
hospitality, agreed.
“I had been playing tennis
leisurely, and these classes
have helped me improve my
technique,” she said. “Once
you serve successfully, it
feels awesome.”
For those interested
in tennis outside of class
instruction, Fowkes and
the
Wellness
Center
occasionally host day-long
Round Robin events where
participants have a chance
to play against other
participants.
Formatted
like
a
tournament,
Fowkes
believes that it’s a great
opportunity for students to
meet other tennis players
and have fun, regardless of
their skill level. The date for
the next event has not been
announced yet. Furthermore,
the tennis courts at Biscayne
Bay Campus are available
to
University
students
throughout the day for
recreational use. For hours
of operation, contact the
Wellness and Recreation
Center at 305-919-5678 or
visit studentaffairs.fiu.edu.
“I love being a part of
the University and the FIU
community,” said Fowkes.
“The whole universe is
here [on campus], including
tennis, and we would hope
that students would think of
us as one of the possibilities.”

BASEBALL

Sophomore infielder has ‘awesome’
experience, hopes year has ‘a lot to offer’
HEATHER O’DELL
Contributing Writer
sports@fiusm.com

With a record of 28-29, Silva and the rest of the
baseball team are taking a different approach this
season. Silva said he continues to stay active and
practice in the offseason as well as fueling his body
properly with healthy foods.

It was the bottom of the fourth
inning, bases were loaded, and FIU
was down by one. Facing Southern
Miss’ starting pitcher, Walker Powell,
sophomore infielder Eddie Silva
It has been my dream ever since I was a kid to
walked up to the plate, determined to
make it to the big leagues.
EDDIE SILVA
score for the Panthers.
He swung twice and missed contact with the ball.
The crowd grew quiet as the pitcher set up for his
Eddie Silva
next pitch. Silva swung on his last attempt, and the
Sophomore infielder
ball clanked off the bat flying toward the left field
Baseball
for a three-run home run putting the Panthers in a 7-5
lead.
“The practices have been really organized and we
“My experience playing baseball at FIU has been get a lot of work in,” Silva said. “One of our main
awesome,” Silva says as he recalled some highlights focuses is being aggressive and getting after it each
from last season. “We had average seasons my and every day.”
freshman and sophomore years; I’m hoping this year
Silva has been playing baseball since he was 4
has a lot to offer, and we make it further than usual.” years old and hopes to get drafted in 2017.

“It has been my dream ever since I was a kid to
make it to the big leagues,” Silva said.
Silva’s family and friends have been influential in
his baseball career, according to the infielder. He said
his father, Erik Silva, pushes Silva to succeed through
tough love.
“It’s my job to push my son to be the best he can
be,” Erik Silva said. “We all love him and go to every
game; we are his biggest fans.”
Silva said that through the support of his family, he
has been able to continue to do what he loves, which
is to play baseball.
“My family and friends are everything to me,” he
said. “If I have a bad game, they’re the first ones to
get on me and that’s why I love them.”
Through the continuous support from his family,
teamwork and practice, Silva hopes to accomplish
great things this season with the FIU baseball team.
“As a team we have one goal, making it to Omaha,”
he said.

SPORTS

Contact Us
Jayda Hall
Sports Director
jayda.hall@fiusm.com
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The Panthers are back on the Court

BASKETBALL

Michael Sloan/The Beacon

Both women’s and men’s basketball team begun their 2016-2017
season on Nov. 11. The men captured their first victory at home
against Florida Memorial University with the 57-76 as the final score.
Starting guard Donte McGill (top) led the way with 25 points. Next
home game will be on Nov.23 as they face Ave Maria University
at 7 p.m. The women wasn’t so luck as they were defeated by
University of Central Florida 69-52.
Kristian Hudson (left) led the team with 16 points. The lady Panthers
traveled on the road on Nov.15 to face Florida Gulf Coast University.
The team was routed by the Eagles 89-42. They will be back on Lime
Court on Nov.22 to face Georgetown University at 7 p.m.
Michael Sloan/The Beacon

Back-up quarterback ‘working hard’ for life goals
JASMINE CASIMIR
Asst. Sports Director
jasmine.casimir@fiusm.com

While attending Lakeland High School,
Christian Alexander performed well in sports,
and he says he plans on doing the same as the
football team’s third-string quarterback.
“Why go to another school that has
already established something when you can
start something new and building something
CHRISTIAN
here?” Alexander told Student Media.
ALEXANDER
Before the redshirt-freshman made his
decision to move to Miami and start his
college career at FIU, the 6-foot-3, 221-pound quarterback knew
the football team was not a top contender in Conference USA,
but hoped of “building something new” with the program.
Once he joined the team, Alexander discovered that he and
the other two quarterbacks share something in common: their

names.
“It was very weird to me at first,” said Alexander. “But everybody started calling us the ‘Alexander boys’ and we were able to
form a friendship.”
Being the third-string quarterback, Alexander has not gotten
much play time on the field throughout the season, but he said he
is always prepared whenever his number gets called.
Alexander, who wears jersey No. 8, says he is a man of God
who is working hard to achieve what he wants in his life.
The Lakeland native made his season debut Sept. 24 against
University of Central Florida for one possession drive. He made
his second appearance on Nov. 7 against Western Kentucky
where he played a full quarter and was able to get his feet wet a
bit more.
Starting junior quarterback, Alex McGough, was inactive for
the matchup after sustaining an injury against Middle Tennessee
Oct. 29. Redshirt-freshman quarterback Maurice Alexander
started in the game but he did not play the entire game, with

Christian Alexander entering at the end of the third quarter.
The last time a third-string quarterback was active during
a season was in the 2012-13 team under former Head Coach
Mario Cristobal.
“I was definitely pleased for his first time really playing
multiple plays,” said then interim Head Coach Ron Cooper. “He
threw the ball well and showed some promise.”
Alexander ended the game against Western Kentucky
completing eight of 11 passes for 81 yards and recording two
touchdowns.
“Honestly, it was a great experience for me,” said Alexander.
“We practice so many times out of the season so you take it like
each practice and just go out there and relax.”
When Alexander isn’t on the field, he’s hunting, fishing or
playing golf. Hunting is a hobby that can’t be explored in Miami,
he says, but he has found a few places to go fishing to mellow
down and have “me time.”

